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wanting to believe that they are—though the propositions themselves cannot
be adequately supported by rational argument—that they have become articles
of religious faith, The drive behind the motivation comes, very obviously,
from fear of death. Bryan Magee

It is an error to think thaf faith delivers us froin the fear of death or that the latter
is the origin of religious faith. It is rather love of life that delivers us from the fear
of death, and this love is found in believers and unbelievers alike.

, ‘ Fr. Ignace Lepp

It is spirit that is the principle of unity, and matter that is the principle of div-
ision. And as soon as this truth is admitted, religion will no longer appear as
an unessential and extraneous element in culture, but as its most vital element.
For religion is the bond that unites man to spiritual reality, and it is only in
religion that society can find the principle of spiritual union of which it stands
in need. No secular ideal of social progress or economic efficiency can take the
place of this. It is only the ideal of a spiritual order which transcends the rela-
tive value of the economic and political world that is capable of overcoming
the forces of disintegration and destruction that exist in modern civilisation.
The faith of the future cannot be economic or scientific or even moral; it must
be religious. Christopher Dawson

A philosopher with commitments to atheism and Marxism, Jurgen Habermas
(1929 - ) stunned his admirers not long ago by proclaiming, “Christianity, and
nothing else, is the ultimate foundation of liberty, conscience, human rights, and
democracy, the benchmarks of Western civilization. To this day, we have no other
options [than Christianity]. We continue to nourish ourselves from this source.
Everything else is postmodern chatter.”

The [scientific] knowledge exists by which universal happiness can be secured,;
the chief obstacle to its utilization for that purpose is the teaching of religion.
Religion prevents our children from having a rational education; religion
prevents us from removing the fundamental causes of war; religion prevents
us from teaching the ethic of scientific co-operation in place of the old fierce
doctrines of sin and punishment. It is possible that mankind is on the thresh-
old of a golden age; but, if so, it will be necessary first to slay the dragon that
guards the door, and this dragon is religion. Bertrand Russell

Somehow I have always had an inner and unaccountable conviction that any
religious expression of truth, however bizarre or uncouth, is more sufficing than
any secular one, however elegant and intellectually brilliant. Animistic savages
prostrating themselves before a painted stone have always seemed to me to be

Einstei .
nearer the tmﬂl than any Einstein or Bertrand Russell Malcolm Muggeridge

[Northrop] Frye fiercely emphasized the Bible as a central element of educa-
tion. A grade eight student who didn’t know the story of the prodigal son, he
pronounced, “has been deprived of one of the keys to the whole imagination
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and thought of western culture, no less than if he had been deprived of the
multiplication table. An educational theory which does not recognize this is
not just a mistaken theory: it is criminally negligent.” John Ayre

The key to culture is religion. Daniel Dennett (TED Talks)

The date of the Gospels, the historical evidence for the existence of the man
Jesus Christ: these were interesting subjects which came nowhere near the core
of my disbelief. I didn’t disbelieve in Christ—I disbelieved in God. If I were
ever to be convinced in even the remote possibility of a supreme, omnipotent
and omniscient power I realized that nothing afterwards could seem impos-
sible. ' Graham Greene
The great obstacle to the conversion of the modern world is the belief that religion
has no intellectual significance; that it may be good for morals and satisfying to
man's emotional needs, but that it corresponds to no objective reality.
Christopher Dawson
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If God wants us to do a thing, He should make his wishes sufficiently clear.
Sensible people will wait till He has done this before paying much attention to
Him. Samuel Butler

The Irresistible and the Indisputable are the two weapons which the very nature of
God's scheme forbids Him to use. Merely to over-ride human will (as His felt pres-
ence in any but the faintest degree would certainly do) would be for Him useless.

C. 5. Lewis

Irreligion: The principal one of the great faiths of the world.

Most people have some kind of religion—at least they know what church they’re
staying away from. John Irving

Men despise religion; they hate it, and fear it is true.
P &t 4 Pascal

Religion: Insurance in this world against fire in the next.

Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when they do it from reli-
gious conviction. ‘ Pascal

Message from an Algerian fundamentalist faction taking responsibility for a mas-
sacre: We are that band, with God's permission, who kill and slaughter and we will
remain so until the word of religion has prevailed and the word of God is raised
high. Let everyone know that what we do in killing and slaughter and burning and
pillaging is close to God...

Nothing is worse than a bogus religion, and nothing is more bogus than a

vague emotionalism divorced from thought and philosophy.
Arnold Lunn



