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_-other issues of health care is the
4 mounting concern about the
growth of reproductive and genetic tech-
nologies. ' ‘ o
In vitro fertilization, sperm banks,
gene-splicing, and genetic screening —
any are alarmed that the use of these
niques will affect things like immi-
ion policy, job prospects, health care
oning, and the freedom to bear chil-

ren. . _
Those who think this way fear the re-
rn of the eugenics movement that
swept much of the globe in the ear
1900s. Eugenics is the study of the laws
of heredity and how to control them so
at future generations do not inherit the
aws of their ancestors. :
About a century ago some countries
gan using eugenic ideas to justify laws
rizing involuntary sterilization of
mentally handicapped, restrictive im-
migration guotas against certain racial
sroups, and strict regulation of marriage
: 1en and women with unhealthy
istories. The most notorious ex-
f this trend was the race purifica-
aign of Nazi Germany in the

- Examples like these have convinced
many that eugenics was a sinister right-
wing, racist, and sexist conspiracy. They
worry that the renewed interest in genet-
ics is simply a revival of eugenics under
other name. '
“ This concern is legitimate but it rests
on a misconception of what eugenics re-
ally was. What the historian of eugenics
notices immediately is that eugenics was
the sort of thing that most well-inten-
_ tioned men and women supported to one
_ degree or another, with the consistent
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. men and women with unhealthy
istories. The most notorious ex-

f this trend was the race purifica- -
1paign of Nazi Germany in the

xamples like these have convinced
y that eugenics was a sinister right-

i racist, and sexist conspiracy. They
worry that the renewed interest in genet-
1ics is simply a revival of eugenics under

other name. ; "

This concern is legitimate but it rests
on a misconception of what eugenics re-

ly was. What the historian of eugenics
otices immediately is that eugenics was
_ the sort of thing that most well-inten-
tioned men and women supported to one
degree or another, with the consistent
exception of Roman Catholics.
- It seemed that everyone was convinced
at the apévlicatien of eugenic knowl-
e would save society a lot of money
actually improve the quality of life.
the disadvantaged. Few thought that
dling in intimate matters would cre-
any significant problems.

- ‘The striking thing about the history of ; o ALFRED WONG

eugenics was how it appealed to people ~ , ‘ o E : ‘ Sidhana i :
e normally associate with the political ~ Was subnormal. But much of the opposi- : 4 L Whether this is the nature of the “new
ft. Countless Socialists, trade union- tion to immigration also came from orga- Angu ‘McLaren has shown, the National eu%enics" is hard to say, but people are
ts, feminists, educators, public health  Dized labor, which resented flooding the ~ Council of Women, the Woman’s Chris-  right to question the recent hoopla sur-
reformers, and birth control advocates labor market with men and women ready  tian Temperance Union, and the United  rounding new genetic technologies. Still,
 agreed that talent, intelligence, ambition, {0 Work at low wages. Thus the cause of ~ Farm Women of Alberta also supported it is important fo do so for the right rea-
_ criminal instincts, and physical health ~  immigration restriction in Canada unit iliza the hereditarily unfit. ~ sons. Just as eugenics defies so many
‘were largely inherited. Indeed, the femi- goups as disparate as the Trades and , v does more than any- . popular labels, so too does the resur-

~ nist Margaret Sanger chose “To Breed a bor Congress and the Ku Klux Kla ing else to disprove the theory that eu-  gence of interest in
ace of Thoroughbreds” as herslogan ~ Slmilarly, u ] nicists succ _geni as a right-wing and conservative  We must realize th
ican Birth Control League,  €din an and the.fa Roman Catholic . ics.of the new genetics with th
U g thesteriliza- =~ P d ) tly opposed itasa  genicists an equally dubious scientific
on of the mentally retarded. - topass sterilization laws, sno form of birth control. - and historical faith in the dramatic im-
In light of the Nazi atrocities, it is sur- clear racist or sexist pattern to theircam-  But if eu%enicists were not right-wing  provability of human beings. The differ-
ising and sadly ironic that even some  Paign or its implementation. Sterilization fanatics, who were they? i -ence is they stress environmental rather
eading members of the Jewish commu-  Of Whites in the U.S. South outstripped Eugeniicists were more apt to be “pro-  nan innate factors, What remains the
ty in Canada and elsewhere publicly that for biacks. Sterilization of men in gressives” than conservatives. They same is the conviction that human nature

endorsed eugenic measures before news ~ the United States predominated up to tended to be well-educated, middle-class 5 & Malleable substance.
of the Holocaust leaked out of Germany. 1927. , , , - men and women with a firm public co‘n-s hRecexg}ti e;ren%'stgga}E astern Egropg have
In other words, eugenics was notan ob- ~ But even when the numbers of women  science. They were considered in their i’hp w§1 g poacar e%lmes C‘lase o
viously racist doctrine even to those who sterilized in the United States increased ~ day to be up-to-date with the latest scien- 5o C. WISy notion are bo?;nq - until
stood to suffer fromit. =~ substantially after the Depression, wom- tific knowledge about health and disease. glen and won'lan cealse elieving in such
- When it came to restricting immigra-  en’s groups continued to endorse steril- ~ Many were also physicians and academ- uring yet ultimately empty ideas, a re-
on for eugenic reasons, some were un-  ization programs. In Canada, for in- - ics eager to jump on the nearest band- turn of eugenics with all its mjustices
appy with the prospect of cultural plu-  stance, feminist pioneers like Nellie ~ wagon if it stood to improve their status will still be possible.
lism and readily accepted the claim by ~McClung, Helen MacMurchy, and the ge-  as experts in questions of public policy, [ lan Dowbiggin Is an assistant profes- -
=}~ some of the more extreme eugenicists neticist Madge Thurlow Macklin recom-  regardless of the consequences for per-  sor of history at the University of Prince
|+ that the intelligence of many immigrants mended the sterilization of the supposed- sonal liberty. : . Edward Island, ;




