says woman sniper
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SARAJEVO Bosnia-Herzegovina — -
~Arrow has lost track of the number of
" men she has killed. But the only woman

- on anielite Bosnian sniper team says she

finds it difficult to pull the trigger, to
deal with seeing death through a tele-

| scopic sight.

“ try not to think about it. T try to cut
myself off from my feelings,” said the
20-year-old, who goes by the code name

“Strijela,” or Arrow, to protect her iden- '

tity and her family.

“I never thought somethmg like this
could happen to me,” she said. “I never
thought I could do what 'm doing.”

Three months ago Arrow, who. has ah-

burn hair and dark eyes, was a student at .
Sarajevo Umvermty Now she lies in wait

each day in a sniper’s perch, spendin %
up to 12 hours picking a target, usually a
sniper on the Serbian side:

Her target must be in uniform and
must be carrying a gun.

“Very often we get very close,” sald

f Arrow. “When I shoot, I see what I did. It ‘

is very personal. I don’t know how this .
will affect me later.”

She said most of hef targets are snip-

ers, but sometimes she is asked to elimi-
ends

nate a machme -gun nest or lay down

; covermg ﬁre for advancmg Bosman sol- .
~diers. e

- “It’sinot easy. Nobody enjoys this,”
she said, interviewed yesterday ina safe
house where she sleeps,’

' Arrow is also a Serb kxlImg Serbs, one -
- of an unknown numbeér who have pyt
. loyalty to their besieged city over their -

nationalist allegiances. Most of her fel
low fighters with the Bosnian territorial
defence unit are Muslim and Croat.

: “This is the only town I have, the only
town in my life. I feela responsxbxhty to
defend it,” she said.

The sniper team’s commander, a 40-
year-old formeér businessman who uses
the code name “Dzmgs,” said he is the
only member who has killed more ene-

-my snipers than Arrow. He claims to’

‘have killed 67.

Dzings said his unit has fewer than 50

members, and only four are good
enough to specialize in shooting snipers.

“Not one of us is a professional sol-
dier,” said Dzings. “Not one of us would
be here if this war was just another sol-
dier-against-soldier battle. This war pits
citizens against soldiers and bandits.

“We all try to cut off our emotions. We

are afraid we will end up in some kind of
hospxtal or mental war when the war

DEADLY OCCUPATION. A 20-year-oldi Bosnian known as ‘Arrow’
loads her rifle to prepare for a new round of sniping in Sara]evo

yesterday. She has lost count of the number of people she’s kllled

“On the first-day of the war about 10
of us were walking, singing, marching to

‘ Lom a group of demonstrators across the

ridge at Parliament,” she said.
~ “Then from behind a building this =~
man jumped out, fully armed, and began
to shoot. I couldn’t bélieve a man could
jump out and shoot at people just walk-

: mg and singing.”

Arrow said she u'nmedxately volun- -

A teered to help defend the city;’ askmg to;‘ .

beal niper because she used to be a.
com ehtxve shooter .

. before me. It’s not easy to pull t

 pull the trigger, the target will pull his

o osal

“F used to be all alone in silence with a.’

_paper target,” she said. “Now sometimes

“Imin a noisy place with a hvm%tar get
etng-
ger.

“But the way 1 look at it is, if I do not

trigger,-and maybe he’ll kill a child or
somebody standing in line for bread.
Arrow longs for peace.
“My dream is just to live a normal hfe,
dpend a day just being bored,” she
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