]ames Thurber had a response for the unwelcome
" caller who ‘telephoned him at 4 a.m. and asked
innocently, “Oh, did I wake you?””
- Thurber said, “That s OK. I hadtoget. up and answer
the phone anyway.”’

A pregnant woman heoame lost inside the Pentagon,
‘and after spendmg nearly an hour trymg to find her
way out of the building asked a guard to help her.
“After giving her dlreotlons, the guard said,*‘Lady, you
shouldn’t have come in here in your. condition. ” Her
'qulok response was, *“1 wasn’t in thts condztzon when £y
came in here!”’




. Richard Sheridan’s son once remarked to his father,
| “If T were in Parliament, I would write on my Jorehead,
“To Let’.”” To this the great dramatist and statesman

-replied, “Add ‘Unfurnished’.” |

‘When Theodore Roosevelt was a Republlcan politi-
cal candidate, he addressed a rally from a railcar
platform. His speech was interrupted by a drunken.
heckler who called out, ‘I am a Democrat!’’ Roosevelt
asked him why. The man responded, “My grandfather
was a Democrat, my father was a Democrat, andIama
Democrat.” S
“Let me ask you thzs, ” Roosevelt sald “Suppose your |
grandfather had been ajackass andyour father had Ibeen
a jackass . . . what would that make you?’ oy

- “A Repubhcan’ * the man shot back. -
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) Followmg the death ofa Umted States Senator who-
' was a close friend, Woodrow Wilson received a
‘telephone call from an ambitious politician who said
that he wanted to take the Senator’s place. Wilson,
shocked by the man’s crassness, replied, “That’s
perfectly agreeable with me, but you’ll have to speak wzth
the undertaker about it.”




S Ml L

_ Mrs. Cornelius Vanderbilt once asked violinist
“Fritz Kreisler what he would charge to play for a

private party in her palatial home. “My fee will be

twelve thousand dollars,”’ the virtuoso said. Mrs. Van-

derbilt agreed, but cautioned the violinist, ‘‘Please

remember that you are not to mingle with my guests.”

Somewhat 'taken aback, Kreisler recovered to say,

“Oh, in that case my fee is only twenty-five hundred
dollars.” | |

When asked if he were _“gay,_ ” a noted gay r'i-ghvts'
activist responded quickly, “My goodness, no. I'm not
even moderately content.”’
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diplomat Dr. Wu’ -mg-fang was approached
by the Wlfe of a Umted States Senator. Not realizing

1 {3 ‘was, ‘she foolishly asked, “What kind of 'nese
are you. . . Javanese, Japanese or Chinese?”’ With a
curt smile the distinguished diplomat replied, “I am
Chinese. And what kind of ’kee are you. .. donkey,
monkey, or yankee?"’




. “Silent Cal’ Goolidge was aman who knew when to

“keep his mouth shut. In fact, he rarely said much of
'anytlung. Early in his presldency a woman approached
him ata banquet and said, “Mr. President, I made a bet
- with my husband that I could get you to say more than two
words;”’ Coolidge replied without hesntatlon, “You
lose.”




